
  September 2018          No. 116

THE CANADIAN  
AEROPHILATELIST
QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF THE CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY

AVAILABLE IN A FULL COLOUR PDF
This full colour edition is available as an emailable PDF file.   

Email Brian Wolfenden at bjnepean@trytel.com for yours now!

IN THIS ISSUE:
• AIR MAIL CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
• THE TORONTO - OTTAWA AIR MAIL FLIGHTS OF 1918
• THE 25TH DAY OF AEROPHILATELY IN TORONTO -  

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 4TH:  PAGE 23 

• AND MUCH MORE!

C
ov

er
: A

 t
yp

ic
al

 w
in

te
r 

m
or

ni
ng

 o
n 

th
e 

Sn
ye

, F
or

t 
M

cM
ur

ra
y,

 M
ar

ch
 1

93
6.

 



      The Canadian Aerophilatelist   -   September 2018P.  2

Volume XXXIV, Number 3
American Air Mail Society - Canadian Chapter Editor: Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath Road,
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada - Chapter No. 187 Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y4
American Philatelic Society - Affiliate No. 189  Tel. 613 389 8993
FISA (Federation Internationale des Societes Aerophilateliques) - Club Member   hargreavescp@sympatico.ca

WEBSITE - www.aerophilately.ca
Anybody who wants to copy an item from this newsletter is welcome to do so. - Please acknowledge  The Canadian Aerophilatelist as the source, 
and send a copy of any publication in which the reprinted material appears to the editor.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE and RESPONSIBILITIES
President: PRESIDENT: NEW ADDRESS & TELEPHONE
Steve Johnson, 1230 Sandford Street - Apt. 19,  London,  Ontario  N5V 2J7 Telephone: 226 927 2732 steverman@rogers.com
Vice-President: Tony Hine, 125-720 King Street West suite #109, Toronto M5V 3S5, Tel: 416 649 7045, tonyhn6@gmail.com
Secretary-Treasurer: Brian Wolfenden, 203A Woodfield Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2G 4P2, Tel: 613 226 2045, bjnepean@trytel.com
Western Chapter Respresentative: Denny May, 10326-145 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5N 2X7 Tel: 780 454 9926, maycroft@shaw.ca

Members at Large:  
David Crotty,  P.O. Box 16115, Ludlow, KY 41016-0115, U.S.A., NEW TEL: 859 360 0676, decrotty@yahoo.com
Walter Herdzik, 104 Cantrell Drive S.W., Calgary. Alberta T2W 2M6, Tel: 403 238 7845, herdzikw@telus.net
Neil Hunter, 1F - 293 Perry Street, Port Perry, Ontario L9L 1S6, Tel: 905 985 8848, n.h.hunter@sympatico.ca
Gord Mallett,  #202 - 1966 Durnin Road, Mission Creek Towers, Kelowna, BC V1X 7Z2, Tel: 250 868 8848, gdmall@telus.net
Sandy Freeman, 161-900 Arbour Lake Rd. N.W., Calgary, Alberta T3G 5J1, Tel: 403 241 9280, freemangs@shaw.ca

Past Presidents:   
Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath Road, Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y4, Tel: 613 389 8993, hargreavescp@sympatico.ca
Major (Ret) R.K. “Dick” Malott, CD, 1275 Richmond Rd - Apt 610, Nepean, Ontario K2B 8E3, Fax: 613 829 7673   
Tel: 613 829 0280 , E-mail : toysoldier@bell.net

Webmaster - Steve Johnson (see contacts above)

The Canadian Aerophilatelist:  
 Editor - Chris Hargreaves (see contacts above)  
 Layout Editor - Paul Balcaen, E-mail:  paulbalcaen@gmail.com
 Columnist “Semi-Official Notes”  -  Tom Reyman, E-mail:  tgraz356@msn.com
 Index  -  Gord Mallett - (see contacts above)

CAS CALENDAR
BNAPEX 2018 - September 21-23, 2018. Will be held in Quebec City, at the Hotel Plaza Quebec, 3031 Laurier. Annual exhibition and convention of 
the British North America Philatelic Society. BNA Exhibits, dealers, and study group meetings. Further information at www.bnaps.org 

CALTAPEX 2018 - Calgary  - The annual show of the Calgary Philatelic Society is normally held in October. For further information see   
www.calgaryphilatelicsociety.com

CANPEX 2018 - October 13th and 14th 2018, at The Hellenic Community Centre, 133 Southdale Rd. West, London, Ontario. 
CANPEX is a National-level show, and also part of the American Philatelic Society’s “World Series of Philately”. It features 150 frames of competitive exhibits 
and National dealers. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission and parking. For more information see www.canpex.ca 

TORONTO DAY OF AEROPHILATELY - Sunday November 4th 2018.  11.15 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Held at the Vincent Greene Foundation, 10 Summerhill Avenue, Toronto, which is close to Summerhill subway station. - Displays, trading, and lots of excellent 
conversation. For more information contact Dick McIntosh: mcintosh47@sympatico.ca

EDMONTON SPRING NATIONAL SHOW 2019 - March 23rd-24th 2019, at the Central Lions Rec Centre, 11113 113 St 
NW, Edmonton, AL, T5G 0E9.     An APS “World Series of Philately” show with Stamp Dealers from across Western Canada. For more information see www.
edmontonstampclub.com

ORAPEX 2019 - May 4th and 5th 2019 at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Dr., Ottawa ON.
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ROYAL 2019 ROYALE- will be held in Mississauga at the end of June. Annual exhibition and convention of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. 
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PHSC SYMPOSIUM  -  July  2019. Organized by the Postal History Society of Canada: speakers, historic tours, social events , exhibition and 
bourse.  All invited . For more information see: postalhistorycanada.net/php/Symposium/ 
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BNAPEX 2019 - Probably in September in Ottawa. Annual exhibition and convention of the British North America Philatelic Society. BNA Exhibits, 
dealers, and study group meetings. Further information at www.bnaps.org

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

 Well, they say change is as good as a rest, and 
2018 has so far been a year of changes. I changed 
addresses, so after packing and unpacking I can use 
the rest. A great way to start is getting back in touch 
with my philatelic friends!
 Two of the great gems in Canadian 
Aerophilately took place on June 24th and July 9th 
,1918. These, of course, were the flight from Montreal 
to Toronto piloted by Capt. Brian Peck, and from 
Calgary to Edmonton piloted by Katherine Stinson. 
By now, you should have received special Centennial 
Flight Covers re-enacting both pioneer fights. The 
planning for this took well over a year, and was a huge 
success. 
 I would like to thank our editor Chris 
Hargreaves and CAS member Dave Bartlet for design-
ing the Peck commemorative postcard and cancelling 
the cards. Dave, as an employee of West Jet, was able 
to ensure the cards were flown, and provided pas-
sengers with a flyer providing information about the 
original Capt. Peck flight.
 I would also like to thank CAS member at 
large Gord Mallet who took a leadership role with 

the commemoration of Katherine Stinson’s flight. The 
planning for this event started in early 2017, and saw 
Gord address all the envelopes, as well as working 
with WestJet and Canada Post, and providing passen-
gers with one of the souvenir covers and information 
about the original flight.
 Also, my thanks to CAS member at large 
Denny May and Dave Brown who assisted Gord 
by helping with the flight covers by providing the 
Edmonton backstamp, and to Dave Bartlet who 
helped  with this event too.
 The CAS would like to thank John Chalmers, 
historian for the Canadian Aviation Hall of Fame for 
helping with this project; WestJet for carrying the cov-
ers; and Canada Post for providing cancellation and 
backstamp devices. 
 On behalf of all the CAS members, our thank-
yous to everyone involved! 
 I trust you will all have a safe and happy Fall.

Steve Johnson
New address: 1230 Sandford Street - Apt. 19, London, 
Ontario  N5V 2J7   New tel: 226 927 2732

 Mike was inducted into the Fellowship of The 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada during  ROYAL 
2018 ROYALE in St. Catharines, Ont.
 Mike is an active member of many phila-
telic societies, including the Canadian Aerophilatelic 
Society.
 He has been particularly active as a member 
of the British North America Philatelic Society, in 
which he has held many different positions including  
President. He is currently a Co-editor of its journal 
BNATopics, and coordinator and publisher of the 
BNAPS book department.
 He was elected to the BNAPS Order of the 
Beaver in 1992, as a Fellow of the Canadian Philatelic 
Society of Great Britain in 2011, and was the show 

Honouree at ORAPEX in 2018.
 Mike’s exhibit of  
“The Rates and Postal History 
of Canada’s Peace Issue 1946-
1952” was published in the 
BNAPS Exhibits series in 2015. 
 Mike has also led nature 
and culture Tours in Cuba, 
Newfoundland, and Turkey, and 
is an active birdwatcher supporting both the Niagara 
Peninsula Hawkwatch, and the Hamilton Community 
Peregrine Project.

CONGRATULATIONS  - to MIKE STREET FRPSC
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CONGRATULATIONS TO AEROPHILATELIC  
EXHIBITORS AT:

Edmonton National Spring Show - March 24th-25th 2018
Large Gold 
Sam Chiu  Hong Kong Wartime Air Mail September 1939 to December 1941
   American Air Mail Society Award, 
   CAS Best Air Mail Exhibit Award
Single Frame - Vermeil
John McEntyre  Canada: The Development of Official International Air Mail Routes 1928-42 

Congratulations also:
   – to CAS member Kevin O’Reilly, who won the Grand Award for his “Postal History of Labrador
      Before Confederation”.
   – to Sam Chiu who has now received a total of 100 medals for his various exhibits in   
       International and national level competitions.

ORAPEX 2018  - May 5th-6th 2018
Large Gold
Michael Deery  WWII Postal Protocol: Mail Violations and Advisements
       Grand Award
         Postal History Society of Canada E.R. Toop Best Military Postal History Award
    Amicale des philatelistes de l’Outaouais Best Show Theme Exhibit
    Auxiliary Markings Society Award of Merit
         Postal History Society Best Postal History Exhibit

Alexander Globe  The Development of Pioneer and Semi-Official Air Mail within Canada, 1918-1934
    CAS Best Airmail Exhibit Award
    AAMS Best Airmail Exhibit Award
Gold
Sam Chiu   Hong Kong Wartime Airmail September 1939 to December 1941
    APS Medal of Excellence (1940-80)
Large Vermeil
Alastair Bain  The Semi-Official Proofs, Stamps and Covers of Commercial Airways Ltd  
Vermeil
Robert Toombs  RAF Ferry Command (Dorval): Military Mail to and from Global War Fronts
Brainard Fitzgerald   Give Wings to Your Mail
    AAPE Best Presentation Award

Congratulations also to CAS member Dave Bartlet who won the Reserve Grand Award for his “Vended Postage 
Automation”.
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ROYAL 2018 ROYALE  -  June 22nd - 24th 
Court of Honour: Honorary Gold (Single Frame)
Ray Simrak  Canadian Pioneer Airmails 1918-1922
    BNAPS - Best BNA One Frame
    Canadian Aerophilatelic Society Best Airmail Award
Large Gold
Bruce Chadderton Republic of China Airmail Rates (2 September 1945 - 14 February 1950)
    APS Medal of Excellence 1940-1980

Gold
Geoffrey Kellow The Air Letters of Sierra Leone 1944-1971
Jack Forbes  Cyprus - Airmail Usages paid with King George VI Definitives
    Philatelic Association of New South Wales Award
Large Vermeil
Ed Wolf  Crossing the South Atlantic by Air 1922-1940
    APS Medal of Excellence 1900-1940
Ted Nixon  Mail from Canada to Overseas Destinations 1937-42
    PHSC - BNA Postal History Award

POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF CANADA SYMPOSIUM  -   
July 19th - 22nd 2018

Large Gold
Alexander Globe The Development of Pioneer and Semi-Official Air Mail within Canada, 1918-1934
    Reserve Grand Award
    Transport of the Mails Award
    RPSC Excellence - Treatment Award
    RPSC Excellence - Title/synopsis Award
Large Vermeil
Ted Nixon  Canada - Mail to Overseas Destinations, 1937-42
Gold (Single Frame)
Ray Simrak  Canadian Pioneer Airmail Postal History
    One Frame Grand Award 

Congratulations also to Dave Bartlet for the Single Frame Special Exhibit he prepared on 100 Years of  Air Mail in 
Eastern and Western Canada, describing the Peck and Stinson flights and commemorations.
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HOW I BECAME AN 
AEROPHILATELIST #7

Thomas Lippert

 When reading “How I became an aerophilat-
elist” I had to remember my early steps as gymnast. 
Apart from the limited possibilities in these mid 
sixties, especially for a gymnast, additionally there 
have been the limitations because of the Iron Curtain 
- I was living behind... And that’s why the philately 
in general was connecting this limited world to the 
bigger one. Two of my three selected topics I main-
tained until nowadays: the Olympic philately and the 
aerophilately. The Polar philately I had to let go later, 
but it was a real adventure when I sent postcards 
(avec response payée - the only possibility because of 
the lack of western currency) to - for instance - the 
US arctic drifting station T-3 - and got it back with a 

great cachet with the exact geographic dates when 

posted. And then  taking the atlas and looking where 
this has been. Will young people nowadays still have 
such adventures?

Thomas 

All readers are invited to contribute to this 
series, with their account of “How I became an 
Aerophilatelist”, and/or why they chose the special-
ization they did.  Ed.
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AMCN2 EDITOR’S REPORT

 One of the delightful events held outside Kingston each summer is the Sheepdog Trials.
Nowadays I feel quite an affinity to the sheepdogs. - They have to keep the leading sheep motivated and moving 
in the right direction, while getting the sheep at the back started, and the rest the flock in motion.
Another feature of the Sheepdog Trials, is that success depends on when the last sheep gets into the pen, not 
the first sheep.
 We now have several sections of AMCN2 that have been drafted, most are moving well, and some are 
making slow progress.

Meanwhile:
• I would like to receive many more responses from members about the websites and cyber resources 

which they find most useful.
• The June 2001 Canadian Aerophilatelist contained an extensive list of amendments to Section 16 of 

AMCN “Canadian Airport and Airmail Field Cancels”. If anybody has additional changes or additions to 
be made to this section, please send them to me.

Chris Hargreaves
hargreavescp@sympatico.ca

From: Norman Banfield, Secretary - FIP Aerophilately Commission

Proposed Revision to FIP Aerophilately Guidelines

 The FIP Board has regular meetings with Commission Chairmen and Secretaries. One of the matters 
raised has been the different wording used in the Guidelines for definitions of the same matter e.g. Treatment, 
Rarity etc. but excluding wording related only to a specific class. A working group was established to align the 
Guidelines across the different classes using the Postal Stationery Guidelines as the model and all Commissions 
have been asked to simplify their Guidelines. The working group is: Lars Engelbrecht – PS + Lars Peter 
Svendsen- TR (both Denmark), Peter Suhadolc - TH (Slovenia), Norman Banfield - AE (New Zealand).
 The objective is to simplify the wording so that it is more easily understood, especially for non-English 
speaking exhibitors and judges. 
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 For example - the present Guidelines refer 
to ‘documentation’ when it should be ‘write-up’, and 
include unusual words. 
 To make the wording clearer, long sentences 
or paragraphs have been changed to ‘bullet points’ or 
a list of items but NOT to change the meaning.
 Attached are the Proposed 
Aerophilately Guidelines. ( For a copy contact  
hargreavescp@sympatico.ca 
 They will also be posted on the CAS website 
at www.aerophilately.ca  Ed.) 

In the Proposed Guidelines – 
• where one or two present words have been 

scored through, the new wording follows
• wording in blue is new or a new clearer layout

 These proposed Guidelines have been submit-
ted to the Bureau and approval received – including 
from Chinese and Spanish speaking members.
 The next stage is to ask Delegates for their 
approval – the aim is to have the Guidelines agreed 
by Delegates as soon as possible and then confirmed 
at the Commission Meeting at THAILAND 2018 as a 
recommendation to the FIP Board for approval.
 David McLaughlin, the RPSC’s International 
Liaison Officer, is the Canadian Commissioner 
to THAILAND 2018, and will be attending the 
Aerophilatelic Commission meeting. - If you have any 
questions or comments regarding the Proposed New 
Guidelines, please contact David at david.mclaughlin@
rogers.com

Aerophilately /  
Open Philately

 An item in the last issue of this journal 
referred to an “aerophilatelic” exhibit in the European 
exhibition held in Tampere, Finland, in May 2017 which 
was shown in the Open Class because: The open class 
exhibit dealt with the pioneer period with lot of post-
cards, timetable and other relics, prohibited from the 
airmail class.
 There was then a comment that there were 
some problems with the F.I.P. regulations for  judging 
Open Class exhibits at International Exhibitions.
 The F.I.P. has now released new Guidelines for 
Judging Open Philately, which can be viewed at: 
http://www.f-i-p.ch/wp-content/uploads/OPEN-
PHILATELY-Guidelines-April-2018-1.pdf

A Problem with Black 
Plastic Stock Pages?

The following item appeared in the “Readers Write” 
section of the July-September 2018 issue of BNA 
Topics. - As a user of black plastic stock pages, I 
thought I would pass it on for other CAS members to 
think about: too:
 Dealer Gary Lyon provided some useful 
information about stamps changing colour. In the 
December 2017 issue of Gary’s Notebook, he writes: 
As stamp dealers we see a lot of stamps, far more 
than collectors or even members of expert com-
mittees will see in their lifetime. Examining such an 
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enormous amount of material over a period of many 
years is, of course, a big advantage. This is why dealers 
can often spot problems that have previously been 
missed.
 One thing we have been noticing lately is that 
many stamps seem to be changing colour! It is usually 
evident in stamps that are yellow or orange but other 
colours can change as well. The culprit? It appears 
that black plastic stock pages and stock cards could 
be the problem, even though they are advertised 
as being chemically inert. Storage in these popular 
products over a long period of time is definitely not 

recommended.
 One way to protect your purchases is to 
remove them from the packaging and mount them in 
your collection as soon as possible. For mint stamps, 
we recommend Hawid or similar style mounts. Even if 
using manila stock sheets or white-paged stock books, 
the mount will give further protection from moisture 
and other possible damage. Old fashioned hinges are 
also fine for used stamps.

Thanks Gary.

BOOK REVIEW –
JUSQU’A HANDSTAMPS AND 

OTHER ROUTE INDICATIONS –
2ND REVISED EDITION,  

by Jan C. ter Welle
Reviewed by Ken Sanford

Published in 2017 by the author, Jan C. ter Welle - 
janterwelle@online.nl
401 pages, softcover.  
Book price Euro 30.00 or US$ 40.00. – Contact 
author for shipping charges and payment alternatives. 

 The book represents over 35 years by the 
author of studying jusqu’a handstamps and other 
airmail auxiliary markings.  It lists and shows all known 
markings by country with the years during which 
they were known to be used.  Each marking is given a 
number for easy reference.  The book includes a sec-
tion showing all the bar cancellations used by various 
countries to indicate that the mail was forwarded by 
air as far as a particular city, and surface to the final 
destination.  These were two solid red or black bars, 
but sometimes they were as many as six bars in a hor-
izontal or vertical position.  They generally look like 
this  or like this: .
 There is also a section showing cross can-
cellations used by various countries, which usually 
look like this: .  The next section shows mark-
ings for “Transporte Exceptionellement a Titre de 
Propaganda”, which means Carried Exceptionally as 
Propaganda, and these  
usually look like this: 

 The next section shows markings indicating 
that a letter was to be carried all the way by air, which 
look like this: 

 The final section describes (but doesn’t show) 
“Jusqu’a” cancels by country.

All the markings are very sharp and clear.  The book 
will be essential for anyone who collects airmail auxil-
iary markings.

 Additional comments by Richard 
Saundry, Editor of the British Air Mail 
Society’s Air Mail News:
 About six years ago Jan C. ter Welle 
published his first handbook on ‘Jusqu’à’ hand stamps. 
The basis of Jan’s handbook was Ian McQueen’s 
ground breaking 2-volume study “Airmail Directional 
Handstamps”, first published in 2003. Ian died a few 
years back, after which Jan decided to combine Ian’s 
studies into a single volume, at the same time incor-
porating new information provided by fellow collec-
tors plus material that Jan had himself gathered. Jan 
ter Welle has now decided to issue a second and 
much revised edition of his first book, with much 
additional information. 
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IN MEMORIAM
David Granger
 David was one of our overseas members: he 
lived in Wokingham, Berkshire, England.
 David was a very active collector of early 
Canadian airmail covers, and used to contribute regu-
larly to the “Seasonal Special” December issue of the 
Canadian Aerophilatelist.

Ross Wood: 1944 - 2018
 Ross was the current President of the FIP 
Aerophilatelic Commission.
 From 2009 to 2015, Ross served as 
the President of FISA (Federation of Aero and 
AstroPhilately) and had been a FISA Board Member 
since 2009, representing Australasia.
 He died suddenly in May 2018.

Stephen Neulander:  1933 - 2018
 Stephen was an accomplished balloonist for 
many years. On January 20th 1975, he set records as a 
balloonist, the first to cross Lake Michigan by balloon 
and for the longest balloon flight over open water.
 Steve was a lifelong collector, specializing 
in balloon posts, women aviators, air racing and 
aeronatica. 
 Active in several Chicagoland stamp clubs, he 
served as president of the Chicago Air Mail Society, 
the Balloon Post Collectors Club and the Jack Knight 
Air Mail Society. A career marketing researcher, he 

also collected the history of advertising on mail, and 
frequently used examples in his college teaching.
 Steve served as editor of The Jack Knight Air 
Log for 22 years from 1991 until it ceased publica-
tion in 2012. This journal, published initially by the 
Aerophilatelic Federation of the Americas, and by the 
American Air Mail Society after the AFA merged with 
the AAMS, consisted of newsletters produced by a 
number of different societies. It included a section of 
“Canadian Air Mail Notes”, produced at one time by 
Dick Malott, then by Bas Burrell, and then by Chris 
Hargreaves on behalf of the Canadian Aerophilatelic 
Society. Steve was always a great guy to work with, 
and was very cooperative in providing extra pages for 
special issues, and tolerant with regard to deadlines.
 In 1998, the American Air Mail Society 
awarded the Earl and Fred Wellman Award to Steve 
for his writing, and in 2012 the society presented him 
with a special award for 22 years of service as editor 
of The Jack Knight Air Log.
 At the Annual General Meeting the Canadian 
Aerophilatelic Society in 2012, it was unanimously 
agreed to present Stephen with CAS plaque in rec-
ognition of his contribution to aerophilately as editor 
of The Jack Knight Air Log, and in appreciation of his 
support for Canadian Aerophilately.

Cheryl Ganz and Chris Hargreaves



The Canadian Aerophilatelist   -   September 2018 P.  11

Rex Terpening: 1913 - 2018
 Rex Terpening was an “air engineer”  
with Canadian Airways Limited during 
the 1930s, and flew on many mail carry-
ing flights. When he was inducted into 
Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame in 1997, 
the citation read:  With innovative ability, resolu-
tion and courage, in the most arduous situations, he 
kept the early aircraft flying. His skills as an air engi-
neer, and later as a manager, span the history of avia-
tion from the earliest bush operations to the modern 
jet era, and are of significant benefit to transport 
aviation in Canada.
 In 2008 Rex was presented with the 
Canadian Aerophilatelist Editor’s Award: 
“in appreciation of the information he has provided to The 
Canadian Aerophilatelist, and in admiration for his book 
Bent Props and Blow Pots.”

To celebrate Rex’s 100th birthday in 2013, he was 
made an
HONOURARY LIFE MEMBER OF THE CAS
According to They Led the Way - Members of Canada’s 
Aviation Hall of Fame, edited by Mary Oswald, and pub-
lished by the CAHF: 
 Harold (Rex) Terpening was born on July 23, 
1913, in Wainwright, Alberta, and moved to the Fort 
McMurray area of northern Alberta at an early age. 
The educational facilities at that frontier village were 
meager but fortunately a school program was soon 
offered.
 Fort McMurray became the base for several 
early aviation companies and there were many oppor-
tunities to learn the skills required of a maintenance 
engineer. By working without pay, Terpening obtained 
ample experience on every type of maintenance and 
repair procedure that could be carried out in the field. 
Only part-time jobs existed and these he augmented 
by trapping, cordwood cutting, and working on the 
river boats. Thus he survived until he could qualify 
for his Air Engineer’s Licence and obtain permanent 
employment with Canadian Airways Limited in 1935.
 For the next several years Terpening flew as 
air engineer with many well known pilots throughout 
the Canadian Arctic. These were the beginning years 
for aviation in the north, with the equipment untried, 
the facilities primitive, and the terrain unmapped and 
largely uninhabited—a time of hardship and hazard for 

all.
 In November of 1934, Terpening and Canadian 
Airways pilot Rudy Huess broke through the ice with 
a fully loaded aircraft. Extricating the passenger who 
was trapped between the load and the roof, Terpening 
forced open the cabin door and they made their 
escape.  
 In 1936, on a trip with Matt Berry (Hall of 
Fame 1974), their aircraft was severely damaged 
during a desperate landing in fog and darkness at Fort 
Good Hope. Poor visibility caused them to collide 
with a pile of gas drums, breaking one ski, twisting the 
ski pedestal, bending the propeller and tearing out 
fuselage cross-members. Temporary repairs in order 
to ferry the plane to Fort McMurray required a week. 
Temperatures were below -60°F (-51°C).
 Going through the ice, the desperate landing at 
Fort Good Hope, and many other dramatic incidents, were 
described by Rex in Bent Props and Blow Pots, which is 
widely regarded to be one of the best books about Bush 
flying in the 1930s. - I highly recommend everyone to read 
this, book especially if you don’t know how blow pots were 
used to start aircraft engines in sub zero temperatures .
 As well as describing dramatic incidents, Rex gives 
a lot of information about the “routine” of flying operations  
in the North during the 1930s. Many of us have covers to 
or from Fort McMurray in collections - Rex’s book gives a 
description of what flying from Fort McMurray was like in 
the winter:
 McMurray’s Snye is a backwater between the 
Athabasca and Clearwater Rivers where the aircraft 
companies were based. It was quite narrow on the 
opposite shore - the north side was a cutbank about 
15 feet in height, topped by a substantial growth of 
timber. In winter this narrow corridor became a tun-
nel, trapping fog and ice crystals to the point of zero 
visibility. The ideal situation for intense fog generation 
was a clear morning in early January, with the sun still 
hidden below the eastern horizon, the temperature at 
-50°F or lower, and no wind to disturb the fog.
 To add to this scene, smoke and warm air 
poured forth from the chimneys of each of the seven 
buildings facing the Snye, instantly condensing into 
fog which accumulated in layers along its length. And 
since at that time the combined fleets of the two 
companies, Canadian Airways Limited and Mackenzie 
Air Service, probably amounted to a dozen aircraft, 
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while Consolidated Mining & Smelting was operating a 
couple of Fairchild 71s, on many mornings there were 
as many as five or six aircraft there preparing for 
takeoff. Each would be heated by a pair of blow pots, 
all of them producing fog in prodigious quantities. The 
combined vapour output was more than sufficient to 
fill the Snye completely, restricting visibility to two or 
three plane lengths.
 Our normal takeoffs were toward the west so 
that we would have the wide valley of the Athabasca 
in front of us. When we taxied to the east end of the 
Snye, we would leave the worst of the fog behind, but 
when we turned for takeoff, there it would be again, 
stacked up in a solid wall with only a few ski tracks as 
navigational aids. The hazards could have been easily 
reduced or even eliminated by positioning a single 
row of small spruce trees on the left side of the take-
off path to help pilots stay between the ditches.  
Oddly enough, such an obvious solution was never 
considered.
 It was always a race to see who would be 
first away in the morning. The lead aircraft would 
stir up a dense cloud of snow and frost crystals as 
the pilot taxied into position, then his takeoff would 
stir up a healthy cloud of fine snow to mix with the 
fog. When number two arrived at the takeoff point 
he would have even less in the way of visibility. But 
business competition required that if a Canadian 
Airways aircraft took off first then a Mackenzie Air 
Service machine would most certainly be number two, 
whether he had visibility or not. I can recall waiting 
there for endless minutes, staring into the dense 
cloud of fog and ice crystals. The cockpit would be 
only marginally warmer than outside, and we would 

be fighting a constant battle with windshield frost. We 
knew that somewhere out there were obstacles to be 
avoided — a line of parked aircraft to the left, a tree-
crowned cutbank to the right. I could only hope that 
my pilot would remain patient and not lose his cool. 
 During the war, Rex worked with the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan, initially at No. 2 AOS 
(Air Observers School) at Edmonton,  and then as 
Maintenance Superintendent of No. 7 AOS at Portage 
la Prairie, Manitoba. After the war Rex held a variety of 
positions with Canadian Pacific Air Lines, and its succes-
sor CP Air. At the time of his retirement in 1978, he was 
responsible for maintenance activities for CP Air in Western 
Canada, and for all of its international bases in Europe, 
Central and South America, the Pacific and the Orient.

Rex passed away on Sunday July 15th, just 
eight days short of his 105th birthday. I 
was pleased to hear that his passing was 
gentle.

Above: A typical winter morning on the Snye, Fort McMurray, March 1936.t
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 The commemorative postcards were designed 
by Dave Bartlet and Chris Hargreaves, and produced 
by the Canadian Aerophilatelic Society. 
 Dave Bartlet is an employee of WestJet, and 
he arranged for cards to be carried by the pilots on 
the regular WestJet Montréal-Toronto flight which left 
Montréal at noon on June 24, 2018.
 Dave then travelled as a passenger on the 
flight. During the flight, passengers were provided 
with flyers which provided information on the origi-
nal flight, and the pilots made some announcements 
comparing their current flight in a Bombardier Q400 
Next Generation aircraft, with that made by Captain 
Peck and Corporal Mathers a hundred years earlier.
 Dave was met at Pearson Airport by Chris, 
and they drove to the Postal Outlet in the Shoppers 
Drug Mart in Leaside, where the flown cards -  with a 
cachet recording their flight - were cancelled.
 Some cards were franked with a specially 
designed Picture Postage stamp, and some with the 
QEII Coronation Anniversary stamp.
Cards have been sent to all CAS members, either 
with their journal or through the mail.
 Dave then took another flight home to 
Calgary. Chris drove back to Kingston.

Dave Bartlet handing over the cards to WestJet 
Captain Kevin Sant.

Card signed by both pilots: Captain Kevin Sant and 
First Officer Brent Cave.

1918  - CANADA’S FIRST AIR MAIL FLIGHTS
PF-6   June 24th: Montreal to Toronto
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 The CAS also supported WINGS OVER 
LEASIDE, held on Saturday June 30th at The Leaside 
Pub, which is situated on the site of the old Leaside 
Aerodrome where Brian Peck landed.
 This  event was organized by Chris Daniels 
of the Climax Jazz Band, which plays regularly at The 
Leaside Pub.
 As part of the event there were displays about 
Leaside Aerodrome, produced by Jeremy Hopkin, and 
by CAS members John Bertram and Robert Galway.
The event began with a reception hosted by Param, 
owner/host of the Leaside Pub. This was attended by 
representatives from the organizations supporting the 
event, members of the East York Historical Society, 
local residents with connections to the old aero-
drome, and the local MP Rob Oliphant.
 In order to attract public attention to the 
Anniversary, the major event was a flypast by a replica 
World War I biplane from the Great War Flying 
Museum in Brampton.

 The aircraft chosen was a Sopwith 1 ½ 
Strutter, as it was about the same size as the Curtiss 
JN4 “Canuck” that Brian Peck flew. 
 The fly-by was financed by contributions 
from Leaside Life Publications, The Canadian Aviation 
Historical Society, The Canadian Aerophilatelic 
Society, Patrick Rocca Real Estate, The Climax Jazz 
Band, and by a collection at the reception.
 The biplane flew around for about ten minutes, 
and made several passes over and around the area.

 The aircraft was flown by Kees van Berkel, 
with Dave Sargant as passenger. - Dave took the pho-
tograph above showing what the Leaside aerodrome 
area is like now. The Leaside Pub is in the centre of 
the photo, just above the wingtip, surrounded by 
stores and subdivisions.
 After the flypast, The Climax Jazz Band played 
from 4 - 7 p.m. at The Leaside Pub, with Canadian 
Forces’ Favourite Dorothy Rose (95 years young) 
singing songs from that time. 
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 In 1918 Katherine Stinson carried 259 letters 
on her flight, including a message from the News 
Editor of the Calgary Canadian to the News Editor 
of the Edmonton Bulletin, (shown right), and greet-
ings from the Mayor of Calgary to the Mayor of 
Edmonton.
 The commemorative flight on July 9th 2018 
carried 259 souvenir covers like the one below, which 
were given to passengers on the flight, and mailed to 
CAS members. It also carried some privately pro-
duced covers, and greetings from the current Mayor 
of Calgary to the Mayor of Edmonton.

 Dear Mac - This is one of the first batch of airpost 
letters delivered in Western Canada. Perhaps it is an 
augury of the news service we shall be enjoying a 
few years hence. Certainly if all the messengers are 
so competent and so charming as Miss. Stinson, who 
is carrying this missive, that service cannot start any 
too soon.
 F.A. Coyle sends regards and hopes you are hitting 
the ball above .300 as usual.

(From Michael Croy’s collection)

Cover and stamp designed by Gord Mallett - drawing of 
Katherine Stinson’s Curtiss Special by Doris Mallett

Calgary International Airport - Monday 
morning July 9th 2018: CTV television crew film-
ing the display about Katherine Stinson’s flight set up 
in the WestJet Departure area.

 Gord Mallett (on left), who initiated the 
commemoration in October 2016, and since then 
has co-ordinated it on behalf of the CAS; and Mark 
Ruel, Director of Air Service Development at Calgary 
International Airport; presented a mailbag contain-
ing the commemorative covers to WestJet Captains 
Athenia Jansen (left) and  Janna Breker-Kettner, who 
then flew the mail on WestJet’s 12:15 flight WS3143 
to Edmonton.

 Also present were Morgan Bell - Public & 
Media Relations Advisor, WestJet; and Krista Ouellette 
- Corporate Communications Coordinator, Calgary 
Airport Authority. Helping with the event were 
CAS Western Chapter members Dave Brown, Dave 
Bartlett, Hugh Delaney, Sandy Freeman, and Walter 
Herdzik; Terry Isaac - a CAS member who was vis-
iting from New Zealand; and John Chalmers of the 
Canadian Aviation Historical Society.

PF-7   July 9th: Calgary to Edmonton
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(Top Left) WestJet’s flight crew and cabin crew with the 
mailbag prior to boarding the Q400 turboprop.

Edmonton International Airport, July 9th 
2018
(Top Middle) The mail bag was handed over to Terry 
Isaac, who passed it on to CAS members Denny May 

and Dave Brown for backstamping and delivery of the 
covers to a Canada Post outlet for distribution.

(Top Right) John Chalmers presented Calgary Mayor 
Nenshi`s letter to Edmonton Mayor Iveson.

Dear Mayor Iveson, Don!
 It is with great pleasure that I write-not text, direct message, or 
email-to you on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the first airmail 
between our cities. A century ago to the day, our predecessors exchanged 
greetings about Edmonton’s Annual Exhibition and Summer Show. As always, 
you’re welcome to visit us now and enjoy the Greatest Outdoor Show on 
Earth: the Calgary Stampede.
 A hundred years ago, “the world’s foremost aviatrix” Katherine Stinson 
amazed the citizens of our province by delivering from city to city 259 enve-
lopes aboard her Curtiss Special biplane. It was a first in Western Canada and 
just one example of how exceptional women have built this province.
 Today, this message is delivered to you by two equally exceptional 
WestJet pilots, Athenia Jansen and Janna Kettner. While their aircraft is also 
propeller-driven, I’m pleased to know they’re flying a much more modern 
Bombardier Q400 NextGen turboprop. Did I mention WestJet Airlines is a 
proudly Calgary-based company?
 I must thank the Canadian Aerophilatelic Society and its passionate 
volunteers for working hard to get this commemorative Centennial intercity 
flight “off the ground”. Not enough people know about this fascinating piece of 
our history, and I’m thrilled that you and I get to be part of it. 
 On behalf of all Calgarian’s, I wish you and your fellow citizens an 
excellent summer. My invitation to come visit us in Calgary stands. However, 
next time, we can just text.
 Sincerely,
 Naheed K. Nenshi
 MAYOR
You know you want to just get on the return flight! Come visit!
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 Following the first air mail flight between 
Montréal and Toronto on June 24th 1918, the Royal 
Air Force planned some experimental flights between 
Toronto and Ottawa, in conjunction with the Aero 
Club of Canada.
 Three pilots were selected for the exper-
imental flights. They all belonged to 78 Squadron 
of the RAF, which was based at Leaside - the same 
aerodrome to which Capt. Brian Peck had made the 
Montréal - Toronto flight 
 The original plan was for simultaneous flights 
from Toronto to Ottawa, and Ottawa to Toronto, 
passing each other en route [1]. However, the even-
tual flights were consecutive.

PF-8:  First Flights -  
August 15th / 17th 1918

 The first flight to Ottawa was made on August 
15th 1918 by Lt. Tremper Longman in a Curtiss JN-4, 
and carried 60 pieces of mail - see Figure 1. They are 
catalogued as PF-8 in AMCN.

Figure 1  -  Postmarked  TORONTO  AUG 15  9AM  1918
Receiving cancel   OTTAWA  AUG 15 1918 [2]

 According to Hugh Halliday’s research, letters 
were cancelled in Toronto at 9.00 a.m., and rushed 
to Leaside aerodrome. Lt. Longman took off at 9.45; 
made a refuelling stop at the RAF base in Deseronto, 

and then flew directly to Ottawa. He landed at the 
Rockcliffe Ranges at 3:09 p.m., after a total flying time 
of 4 hours 40 minutes. The mail was delivered by 
regular post in Ottawa at about 4.30 that afternoon. 
Replies to some of the letters left Ottawa by train 
that night, and arrived in Toronto at 8 AM the next 
morning. - This was 10 hours less than the normal 
turnabout time for mail between Toronto and Ottawa. 
[3]
 I did a keyword search in The Toronto Star try-
ing to find an announcement of this flight, but could 
not find one. I then asked Kathy Hartley of the Harry 
Sutherland Philatelic Research Library in Toronto for 
help. Kathy did a search of The Globe, but the earliest 
article we could find was from August 16th, reporting 
on Lt. Longman’s arrival in Ottawa the previous day. - 
Figure 2.

Fig. 2 - The Toronto Star, August 16th 1918

Lt. Longman returned to Toronto two days after 
arriving in Ottawa. - He left Ottawa at 6:50 a.m., on 
August 17th,  refueled in Deseronto, and arrived at 
Leaside at 12:25 p.m., having reduced the total flying 
time to 3 hours 40 minutes. (Flight PF-8a.)
The covers he carried received a special handstamp - 
see Figure 3. The actual quantity carried is reckoned 
to have been less than half the number carried on 
August 15th, and mail from both flights is extremely 
scarce. [4, page 36.]

PF-8, 9 and 10:   
The Experimental Toronto - Ottawa Flights

Chris Hargreaves
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 After Lt. Longman’s flight, there was an 
announcement in the Toronto newspapers that two 
further flights between Toronto and Ottawa would 
be made, and that special labels would he sold by The 
Aero Club of Canada for use on these flights - see 
Figure 4.
 Although the labels were referred to as 
“stamps” in the newspaper announcements, and  the 
mail was not carried without one, the Secretary of the 
Post Office Department later stated that, “no postage 
stamps were issued by the Department in connection 
with aerial mail flights.” [5]
 According to the Secretary of the Post Office, 
the labels sold by the Aero Club of Canada were 
“stickers” that had been issued in accordance with 
the regulations regarding charitable labels:
 “The affixing on the face or address side of 
letters or other mail matter of stamps issued in the 
interest of charitable or other institutions, etc., is not 
permitted, but there is no objection to such stamps 
being placed on the back of letters or other mail mat-
ter as stickers, provided they do not resemble postage 
stamps in form and design and do not bear numerals 
or indications of value” [5]
 The initial printing of the Aero Club labels 
consisted of 198 labels with no value shown, printed 
as 99 tête-bêche pairs. They are now listed as CLP1 by 
Scott and Unitrade. This initial printing conformed to 
the charitable sticker guidelines, but when the labels 
were shown to the Secretary of the Aero Club, he 
suggested that a figure 25 be added in the lower cor-
ners of the design to denote the value. This was done, 
and a second printing of 2800 labels made. [6]  The 
second design of labels is listed as CLP2 - see Figure 5.

Figure 3  - PF-8a: Cancelled OTTAWA   AUG 17  1918 
(handstamp overs stamps).  Receiving cancel  TORONTO   
AUG 17 1.50 PM [2]

Figure 4 - The Toronto Star, August 23rd 1919

Figure 5  - CLP2
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PF 9:  Second Flights -  
August 26th / 27th 1918

 These flights were made by Lt. Arthur 
Dunstan, who also flew in a Curtiss JN4 Canuck. He 
left Leaside at 1:50 p.m. on August 26th , refuelled at 
Deseronto, but then followed the St. Lawrence River 
towards Ottawa, rather than flying over the inhospi-
table Rideau Lakes area. This also enabled him to skirt 
thunderstorms. [6]  His flying time to Ottawa was 3 
hours 40 minutes, and he carried 130 pieces of mail, 
now catalogued as PF-9.
 Lt. Dunstan made a return flight to Toronto 
the next day. - His flight followed the same route via 
the St. Lawrence, and was again made in 3 hours 30 
minutes flying time. The amount of mail carried is 
recorded as being less than half what was carried on 
the previous day: the covers are catalogued as PF-9a. 
(See Figure 6.)

Figure 6   PF-9a front

Figure 6- reverse
PF-9a correctly franked with CLP-1 on Back. [7]

PF-10:  Third Flights -  
September 4th 1918

On this occasion, the flight from Toronto to Ottawa 
(PF-10), and the return flight from Ottawa to Toronto 
(PF-10a), were both made on the same day.

(Above) Figure 7 - 
PF-10a - Ottawa to 
Toronto, September 
4th 1918. Improperly 
franked with CLP1 on 
front. [8]

 Lt. Edward 
Burton left Leaside 
at 8 AM, in the same 
aircraft that Lt. 
Dunstan had used 
eight days earlier, 
carrying 44 let-
ters. He refuelled 
at Deseronto, and 
continued to Ottawa, 
flying against strong 
headwinds, so that 
his flight took 4 
hours 25 minutes 
flying time. At the 
Rockcliffe Ranges 
the large white “T” 
which was supposed 
to mark the land-
ing field, had been 
washed out by rain 
the night before. 
According to the 
Ottawa Citizen, the 
first remark that 
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Burton made on landing, “was that he had missed his 
“T” but trusted that he was in time for lunch”. [3]
 After lunch, Burton left Ottawa at 2:15 p.m. 
carrying 136 pieces of mail, and reached Leaside at 7 
PM after 3 hours 40 minutes of flying.
Although CLP2 had been issued before Burton’s flight, 
about half the letters surviving from this flight are 
franked with CLP1. [4, page 39.] - One of these, with 
the label improperly applied on the front, is shown as 
Figure 7.
 Figure 7 was one of a number of covers car-
ried on the experimental flights with the label improp-
erly applied on the front. - According to the article 
shown as Figure 8, many covers on the August 27th 
flight had the label on the front, including one sent by 
the Prime Minister to the Premier of Ontario!

Figure 8 - The Globe, August 28th 1918.
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 This article is from the Thorold Post, October 
22, 1918 issue and the story was reprinted in the 
Beamsville Express on October 30, 1918. There is a 
mention of Saturday in the story which would make 
it October 19, 1918.The plane was from Beamsville 

Camp, that’s the only place they had planes in the 
Niagara Peninsula. Lieutenant Maxwell Church was a 
member of the Royal Flying Corps and was from the 
Thorold area. 
 I just thought this was interesting as you never 
know what you will find in old newspapers. Sorry no 
covers available on this flight.
 I imagine he would have had to fly low and 
have the envelope tied around a rock so it would fall 
onto the barrack grounds, either that, or placed in 
some kind of bag which was weighed down with a 
rock. I imagine the Lt. had a big smile on his face when 
he dropped it.

Eugene M. Labiuk

And  -  An unofficial delivery  
of aerial mail in October 1918

This newspaper clipping and note was sent in by Eugene Labiuk:

On Saturday September 22nd:  11.00 to 12.00 noon, there will be a
Presentation at BNAPEX to the Newfoundland Study Group by Chris Hargreaves on
 AIRMAIL THROUGH BOTWOOD, 1939 – 1945: HISTORY, COVERS & CENSORSHIP

Everybody welcome.
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1907 - AN ATTEMPTED RECORD DISTANCE FLIGHT
AND A VERY EARLY AIRMAIL POSTAGE DUE

Ken Snelson
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Evening Post, 15 October 1907

25th ANNUAL
DAY OF AEROPHILATELY in TORONTO 

Sunday November 4th, from 11.15am to 4.00pm, 
at the Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Research Foundation, 10 Summerhill Ave.

The Harry Sutherland Library, which is part of the VGGF, will be open from 10 AM on November 4th.  
If you have specific interests you can contact Kathy Hartley before the meeting at  

library@greenefoundation.ca or call 416-921-2073

The Day of Aerophilately features displays, presentations, questions and answers, 
trading, lunch at a nearby restaurant, and lots of excellent conversation.

The presentations will include Dr. Robert Galway’s
The Places, Planes, and Pilots of the Red Lake Gold Rush, 

that he gave at the Canadian Aviation Historical Society Convention in Calgary.  

For more information contact Dick McIntosh, mcintosh47@sympatico.ca  

START

FINISH
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LAURENTIDE AIR SERVICE LIMITED 

OVERVIEW 

One of the first airline companies to be granted a semi-official mail carrying contract by the 
Canadian Post Office was Laurentide Air Service.  With its corporate offices located in Trois 
Rivieres, PQ (aka Three Rivers) in 1922, this company was established initially as an aerial 
photography company under contract with the Ontario Provincial Government to conduct 
photographic surveys of the Ontario lands.  In early 1924, the Ontario contract was terminated 
and the company focused its airline activities in Quebec province.  In April, the company began 
offering passenger and freight service primarily to the Rouyn, PQ and Haileybury, ON 
goldfields.  As a side part of the business, Laurentide carried some mail and messages to these 
communities without charge.  In mid-1924, Laurentide applied and received an official mail-
carrying contract from the Post Office Department that granted the company permission to print 
company stamps and to begin charging for the air mail service.  At first, the company flights 
operated from Angliers, PQ but soon changed its base to Haileybury.  The first flights with the 
semi-official stamps were begun in September 1924 and flights continued through 1924 and into 
1925 when the company was forced to discontinue business in the summer of 1925 because of 
financial difficulties and equipment malfunctions. 

COMPANY STAMPS 

The first stamps (identified by Unitrade as CL1) produced for the company in August and 
September 1924 were light green in color.  The stamps featured Curtis HS-2L flying boat over a 
Canadian northland scene at sunrise.  The CL2 stamp issue had the same design but in decidedly 
darker green colors.  In October 1924, the CL3 and CL4 designs were introduced.  These red 
stamps of the same basic design had the addition of “Canada 1924” on the rising sun. (Figure 1)  
The CL3 was perforated and the CL4 was rouletted.  Some booklets of stamps were available 
and Figure 2 shows an exploded CL2 booklet with only one pane of two stamps. Full booklets 
contained four panes of two stamps for a total of eight stamps per booklet.  Each stamp sold for 
25 cents. 

 

 Figure 1 - Left to right: CL2, CL3, CL4 
: 
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COMPANY FLIGHTS 

Before the company stamps were available, flights carrying mail were made from Angliers to the 
goldfields.  The first official flights with the CL1 and CL2 stamps were made between 
Haileybury and Rouyn in September 1924.  The CL3 stamps were first used on the same route in 
October 1924.  In January 1925, flights were added between Trois Rivieres, Rouyn, and Larder 
Lake, ON with CL2, CL3, or CL4 stamps. (Figure 3, 4, 5, 6) 

 

 

 

Figure 2 – CL2 Booklet front and back 
covers with a two stamp pane 

Figures 3 and 4 – CL2 on a cover from Larder Lake 
(sent Jan 22, 1925), through Rouyn and Haileybury to 
Liverpool, England (arrived Feb. 10, 1925) 
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TRANS CANADA FLIGHT 

A flight from to Vancouver to Montreal was planned in 1925 to ferry a Vickers aircraft across 
Canada.  In anticipation of this flight, covers with either the CL3 or CL4 were prepared including 
a cachet for this “Trans-Canada Flight”.  When the flight was cancelled, the covers were held 
back and the Canada postage on the front of the envelope was removed on most of the covers.  
The cover shown in Figure 7 is one of those whose regular post office stamp was not removed. 

 

Figures 5 and 6 – A January 
1925 flight from Trois Rivieres 
to Rouyn.  The imprint on the 
back says 1924 but the 
planned winter flight in 1924 
did not occur until 1925. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Laurentide Air Service helped the development of the mining and lumber industries in the 
remote areas of Quebec and Ontario.  Although financial difficulties forced the end of the 
company in mid-1925, others took note of the possibilities of air service to these areas, including 
air mail service through a Post Office contract.  Bill Broatch, a former Laurentide pilot, 
purchased two of the Curtis HS-2L aircraft from Laurentide and, in May 1925, he started 
Northern Air Service Limited serving the same Haileybury and Rouyn route.   

POSTSCRIPT 

This non-air mail company cover was sent from the corporate offices in Trois Rivieres, PQ in 
May 1925 after the company had ceased flying operations. (Figure 8)  As a registered cover it 
appears to regard official company business. 
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Figure 8 – Registered cover 
from Three Rivers (Trois 
Rivieres) to Toronto  Dated 
May 5, 1925 
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UNLISTED CRASH COVER DISCOVERED 
by Ken Sanford

The following is a new listing which will be added to 
the revised combined edition of the Nierinck crash 
cover catalog and the American Air Mail Catalogue.

550510
The Pas, Manitoba, Canada       10 May 1955

Aircraft:  
Noorduyn Norseman IV (CF-GUQ)     Lamb Airways

Grace Lake Airport, The Pas - ?

Pilots: Jack Lamb & Jack Abram

The plane took off into wind.  The pilot lost control 
and it crashed into a ditch at the side of the airport 
road.  Lamb’s brothers Douglas and Donald Lamb saw 
the crash and they rushed to the scene.  They were 
able to drag the two pilots and three passengers out 
of the aircraft before it was consumed by fire.  The 
pilot Jack Lamb was badly burned.  It was believed 
that the flight was overloaded.  The flight was carry-
ing 400 pounds of mail, but only one cover has been 
recorded.  It was accompanied by a letter of expla-
nation from the District Director of Postal Service in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, as shown.

A newspaper article describing the crash is 
reproduced on the next page.
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FOR SALE – 2 RARE UNLISTED AIR CRASH COVERS
Two covers from the crash of Lamb Airways Norseman, which crashed at The Pas, Manitoba on 10 May 1955.  
Both covers were addressed to the same person at Moose Lake and are accompanied by a letter of explana-
tion from the District Director of Postal Service at Saskatoon, Sask.

Included are two newspaper articles which described the crash in detail.  -  US$500

Ken Sanford,  613 Championship Drive, Oxford, CT – USA 06478-3128  kaerophil@gmail.com 
www.aerophilately.net
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 A series of stamps featuring women aviators has been released by The Canadian 99s - a group founded 
in 1929 by 99 Licensed Women Pilots for the Mutual Support and Advancement of Aviation. “Today Ninety-
Nines are professional pilots for airlines, industry and government; we are pilots who teach and pilots who fly 
for pleasure; we are pilots who are technicians and mechanics. But first and foremost, we are women who love 
to fly!”
 The latest stamp in the series features CAPT. MARY CAMERON-KELLY - the first Female Captain of 
the Aurora, and the first to accumulate over 7000 hours on type while serving at home and abroad. 

A single stamp is issued each year. - Previous stamps in the series have honoured both military and civilian 
pilots, including:

• CAPTAIN MELISSA HANEY  – Air Inuit’s first Inuk female Captain.
• CAPTAIN JUDY CAMERON - the first female pilot hired by Air Canada, and the first female Captain in 

Canada of Boeing 767 in 2006 and Boeing 777 in 2010.
• MAJOR ‘DEE’ BRASSEUR - Canada’s first military flight instructor, and the first female F18 pilot in the 

world.
• ROSELLA BJORNSON - the first jet qualified female airline pilot in North America
• EILEEN VOLLICK - the first Canadian woman to earn a pilots license, issued on the 100th anniversary of 

her birth.
• FELICITY McKENDRY - flight test examiner for Canada’s first astronauts Steve McLean and Marc 

Garneau.
• DOROTHY RUNGELING - Canada’s first woman to solo a helicopter.
• VI MILSTEAD - honoured on her 90th birthday: during WWII Vi delivered 47 different types of planes 

within Britain. 

To order copies of these stamps,
and/or for information on all the aviatrixes who have been featured, go to

http://canadian99s.com/stamps/

CANADIAN WOMEN PILOTS ON STAMPS
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FOLLOW UP -  
AEROSPACE

Thanks to Robert Timberg and Ron Dupas for their 
further research into the earliest use of this term:

• according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, 
the First Known Use of “Aerospace” was in 
1959.  (www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary)

• Goodyear Aircraft changed its name to 
Goodyear Aerospace in 1959

• in 1959 Flight International magazine began 
using the term

• in 1959 the US Aircraft Industries Association 
changed it’s name to Aerospace Industries 
Association.

• but according to The Encyclopedia Britannica: 
“The first definition of aerospace engineering 
appeared in February 1958. The definition con-
sidered the Earth’s atmosphere and the outer 
space as a single realm, thereby encompassing 

both aircraft (aero) and spacecraft (space) 
under a newly coined word aerospace.”

NEXT ISSUE  -   
SEASONAL SPECIAL

The Canadian Aerophilatelist is published quarterly in 
March, June, September and December.

The next issue will be our annual SEASONAL 
SPECIAL. - All members are invited to contribute 
to each issue of the journal, but particularly this one.  
Just prepare a page featuring any favourite stamp or 
cover, add your name, and/or address, and/or Seasons’ 
Greetings to other members, and/or any other infor-
mation you like, and send a copy of it to the editor -  

Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath Road, Kingston, Ontario 
K7M 4Y4

(hargreavescp@sympatico.ca)  
to arrive by  November 1st.

NEW PUBLICATION FROM CANAV BOOKS:
Aviation in Canada: Fighter Pilots and Observers 1915-1939

by Larry Milberry & Hugh A. Halliday.
184 pages, 9x12 in., large format, hardcover, 350 photos, glossary, bibliography, index. 

 This new book honours the men and aircraft of the First World War, detailing  an incredible story from 
training in Canada to the deadly skies overseas. Then, when the war was over on November 11, 1918, what 
did Canada’s 20,000-some veterans of the air war do? - Fighter Pilots and Observers covers this, from Canadians 
fighting in Russia’s civil war to Canada’s pioneer bush pilots to the birth of a distinct Canadian air force. This 
is a period of RCAF ups-and-downs, especially with the Depression. Then, with a new war looming in the late 
1930s, the RCAF rushes to modernize. You’ll truly be fascinated by all that transpired up to 1939 for Canada’s 
fighting airmen.

Order at www.canavbooks.wordpress.com; contact CANAV Books at (416) 698-7559 or larry@canavbooks.
com  or write CANAV Books, 51 Balsam Ave., Toronto ON M4E3B6. All-in price for Canada CDN$67.20. 
Anywhere outside Canada CDN$75.00
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
The CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY has about 150 members, and membership is open to all. The CAS aims to provide a forum for the 
exchange of information among Canadians who are interested in any aspect of world-wide aerophilately, and for collectors from around the world 
who are interested in Canadian aerophilately. - This is mainly achieved through our journal The Canadian Aerophilatelist which is published quarterly.

The Society also provides a number of other services, including: a question-and-answer service for mystery air mail stamps and covers; a small 
library that can be searched for information on particular topics; a “sales department”, with discount prices on several publications, and a variety of 
modern covers for sale; representation of Canadian aerophilatelists at national and international levels.

For more information about these services, and/or a free copy of our Short Guide to Canadian Aerophilately, contact Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath 
Road, Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y4. ( hargreavescp@sympatico.ca ) OR check out our website: www.aerophilately.ca 

Membership rates based on current exchange rates
The membership dues for members who receive The Canadian Aerophilatelist by EMAIL are: 
 1 year -  $15.00 Canadian or US$12.00 or 10 GB pounds or 11 Euros - anywhere in the world
 2 years - $25.00 Canadian or US$20 or 16 GB pounds or 17 Euros, anywhere in the world

The dues for members who prefer a PAPER COPY of The Canadian Aerophilatelist mailed to them are: 
 1 year - $25.00 CDN in Canada,  $30.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $24.00 US),
  $35.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $28.00 US, or 24 Euros, or 22 Pounds Sterling)

 2 years - $45.00 CDN in Canada,  $55.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $44.00 US)
  $65.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $52.00 US, or 44 Euros, or 40 Pounds Sterling)

Members receiving a paper journal may also receive an emailed journal at no extra charge.

Dues can be paid by cheque in Canadian $, U.S.$, Euros, or Sterling, payable to: The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society, 
or by PAYPAL in CANADIAN $ to bjnepean@trytel.com

If you would like to join, please send the following information with your dues to:
 Brian Wolfenden, Secretary-Treasurer CAS, 203A Woodfield Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2G 4P2

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________________Date of birth: _______________________
Period and Type of membership: _________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(For Secretary’s use: Date joined: _______________________  Amount of dues paid:_____________)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The following members are due for renewal before publication of the next newsletter. - Please send your renewal 
to Brian Wolfenden as soon as possible, in order that the next newsletter is sent to you without delay. 
PLEASE NOTE that new MEMBERSHIP CARDS are only sent to renewing members on request.

Regular members:
#37 Joseph Berkovits, 
#203 John H. Bloor, 
#458 Dr. Sammy G. Chiu, 
#266 John F. Church, 
#62 Gary Coates, 
#471 Steve B. Davis,
#389 Barry Douch, 
#336 George B. Dresser, 
#406 Louis-Georges   
  Dumais,
#238 Cheryl Ganz, 
#432 John Lewington, 
#2 R.K. Malott,
#381 Daniel Michaud, 

#350 Bill Pearce, 
#370 David G. Reynolds, 
#286 Jean Rowe, 
#6 Ken C. Sanford, 
#235 Dominique Tallets

The dues for Advertising 
Members are $25 Canadian 
per year, in addition to 
their regular membership 
fee. - Advertising Members 
are guaranteed an adver-
tisement in each issue, but 
the size of the advert is 
at the editor’s discretion, 
and depends on the space 
available. (Very large adver-
tisements can be placed by 
special arrangement, for an 
additional charge.) If any-
body would like to become 
an advertising member, 
please contact the editor.

To all members 
listed who have 
already renewed 
their membership, 
thank you for doing 
so.


